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NORTHERN QUOLL — MOLEMA ISLAND 
GOLDEN-BACKED TREE RAT — BUCKLE HEAD 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.05 pm]: I inform the house about important 
animal discoveries made recently in the Kimberley region. During a survey late last year, 
Department of Parks and Wildlife scientists, Dambimangari rangers representing the Worrarra traditional owners 
and volunteers from Monash University discovered a new population of the endangered northern quoll on 
a Kimberley island in the proposed Horizontal Falls national park. The discovery of this endangered marsupial 
species on Molema Island in the Talbot Bay area highlights the importance of the Kimberley science and 
conservation strategy and the need to assess the region’s biodiversity and conserve it for future generations. 

Northern quoll populations have declined sharply across most of their former range in northern Australia and 
islands such as Molema can provide refuge against mainland threats. Although populations of northern quoll are 
known on 11 other Kimberley islands, Molema Island has not previously been surveyed due to difficulty of 
access by helicopter. The survey team used a boat to access and place surveillance cameras on Molema Island, 
Traverse Island and several other smaller islands nearby. It conducted beach surveys for animal tracks on another 
12 small islands. Tracks and droppings of northern quolls were also found on two islands south east of 
Koolan Island, which already has a known population of northern quolls. Both islands are narrowly separated 
from the mainland by tidal mangroves. 

More recent surveys by Department of Parks and Wildlife scientists and Balanggarra rangers have also identified 
another threatened mammal, the golden-backed tree rat, on Buckle Head. These important discoveries underline 
the immense natural values of the internationally renowned Horizontal Falls and the importance of reserving the 
area as marine and national parks. The proposed national park will cover around 160 square kilometres and the 
proposed marine park will cover almost 3 000 square kilometres state waters to the south of the  
Lalang-garram/Camden Sound Marine Park and includes Talbot, Collier and Doubtful bays and Walcott Inlet. 
These proposed marine and national parks are part of the state government’s $81.5 million Kimberley science 
and conservation strategy. The strategy is a bold vision for the Kimberley’s long-term conservation and will 
provide unprecedented protection for the region’s unique plants and animals, as well as creating tourism 
opportunities and jobs for Aboriginals. 
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